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Direction to issue a label has been given on: Not Applicable 


SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

This untitled computer printout is classified as: 

Unrestricted. 

The computer printout submitted to the Classification Office for classification is an 
excerpt from the much larger document officially entitled Referral to the United States 
House of Representatives pursuant to Title 28, United States Code, ^ 595 (c) 
(henceforth the Referral), and commonly known as the “Starr Report". The Referral \s 
an official document intended to inform the US Congress and the public at large of the 
possible grounds for the impeachment of President Bill Clinton. 

In determining the computer printout's classification, consideration has been given to 
the sexual contents of the publication, the character of the publication, and the purpose 
for which the publication is intended to be used. These factors are considered in 
conjunction with the nature of the Referral as a whole. Consideration has also been 
given to the relevant sections of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act). 

The publication before the Classification Office presents Monica Lewinsky's testimony 
on her sexual relationship with the President. The information contained in the 
publication is sexually explicit and its manner is formal and clinical. The level of detail 
in which the sexual activity is described is consistent with the publication's status as a 
formal legal document - i.e. the activity is listed, but not expounded on. The 
publication is in no way intended to be titillatory; it merely records Lewinsky's version 
of the facts of the sexual relationship. 

The Referral as a whole (and, in that it is a key part of the Referral, the publication 
currently before the Classification Office) has considerable importance as a legal, 
political and social document, relating to the pivotal role it will play in the possible 
impeachment of the President. This importance is reflected in the tremendous interest 
that the Referral has generated. 

The fact that the publication's sexual contents are clinical and formal (rather than 
titillatory) in nature, in conjunction with the publication's significance as a political and 
legal document, are considered sufficient factors in themselves to warrant the 
publication being classified as unrestricted. In association with these factors the 
Classification Office also notes the vast readership the document (in its Internet form) 
has already attracted, with no restrictions placed on its availability. 

The NZBR Act has also been considered in determining the publication's classification. 
Given that no clear likelihood of injury can be established from the unrestricted 
availability of the publication, the rights and freedoms listed under si4 of the NZBR Act 
are applied, and the publication is classified as unrestricted. 


OFLCRef: 9801070 


tmp7B6E 







